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Webster's New World™ College Dictionary, Fourth Edition 
Copyright © 1999 by Macmillan USA 

This edition is a major revision of Webster's New World™ College Dictionary, 
Third Edition, copyright © 1997, 1996, 1994, 1991,1988 by Macmillan USA 

All rights reserved 

including the right of reproduction 

in whole or in part in any form 

Macmillan General Reference 

A Pearson Education Macmillan Company 

1633 Broadway 

New York, NY 10019-6785 

A Webster's New World™ Book 

MACMILLAN is a registered trademark of Macmillan USA. 
WEBSTER'S NEW WORLD DICTIONARY 
is a trademark of Macmillan USA. 



Dictionary Editorial Offices: 
New World Dictionaries 
850 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

library of Congress Catalogmg-in-Publication Data 
Webster's New World college dictionary / Michael Ajgnes, editor in ; 
chief. — 4th ed. 
p. cm. 

a A Webster's New World book"— T.p. verso. 

ISBN 0-02-863118-8 (thumb-indexed). — ISBN 0-02-863119-6 (plain-edged). 
— ISBN 0-02-863120-X (leatherkraft). — ISBN 0-02-863471-3 (deluxe). 

1. English language — Dictionaries. I. Agnes, Michael. 
II. Title: College dictionary. 
PE1628.W5629 1999 

423— dc21 99-21175 

CIP 



Manufactured in the United States of America 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99 00 01 02 03 



^nature of, a motive or motives — vt, -tlved, -tfv-Jng to 
otiye for; motivate — SYN. CAUSE — mo' tive less adj. 
Sndt'iv) ffcprec. (odj.)l combining form forming adjectives 
fanotion [automotive] 

power .1 any power, as steam, electricity, etc., used to 



941 



-motive / mountain 



motor vehicle a vehicle on wheels, having its own motor and not 
running on rails or tracks, for use on streets or highways; esp., an 
yv.ww. ■• uuj yvna, no Bumiu, eiecxnary, etc used to automobile, truck, or bus . . 
action; any source of mechanical energy 2 an impelling motor-way (mot'ar wa') n. (Chiefly Brit. J. FREEWAY 
p>^>., x ' _ _ : *Mo*own (mVtam') adj. f< a trademark for phonograph records 

Rmoitiv'ik) adj. |[< MOTIVE (n. 2)J of or having to do with a e £; < ¥°&°# T °u>*. nickname for DETROITJ designating or of a 
motif r,v style of rhythm and blues of the 1960s characteri^ bya stavnc 

Mm* tiv'a te) n. the power of moving or causing motion , the use of elements derived from black gospel music 

B/(m6 2husf) pi. mots justes (mo musf ) IFrB exactly the «2H 'JnT^ Lucr ? tl » (horn Lucretia Coffin) 1793-1880; U.S. aboli- 
Shrase wanted; just the right word or phrase nonist & women s rights advocate 

l ofm ^ patches *7^wt«a^ * ^ 

^S"S?i^^lv*i75^ " tNrt ^ fback-form. < mottled < MOTLEY + 
mark with blotches streaks, and spots of different colors or 
shades — n. 1 such a blotch, streak, or spot 2 a mottled pattern or 
coloring, as of marble — mof tied adj. ur 

M^i°s* t ' a ir-» c z - ° r :** a < l 

«S£ «, ;7 i r Phrase or sentence chosen as expressive of the 
goals or ideals of a nation, group, etc. and inscribed on a seal, 
SV^ 8 maiam adopted 88 a Prinaple of behavior — 

moue (mo6) n. IFr: see MOW?! a pouting grimace; wry face 



E' * c ' u«x^ /rujiiitry ^ tji i oi many colors or patches 
pare] wearing many-colored garments fa moffey fool/ 3 
^mposed of many different or clashing elements; hetero- 
ffimotley group/ —n. 1 cloth of mixed colors . 2 [Rare] a 
ST various colors, worn by a clown or jester 3 (Rare] a fool 
ft a combination of diverse or clashing elements 
ptHeX John Lo-throp 06'throp) 1814-77; U.S.' historian 



Etaftt'mat') n. ffAmSp echoic of its note! any of a family 
miof long-tailed, chiefly green, coraciiform birds of 
5d:Subtropical America, usually nesting in tunnels they 
fifcriver banks 

gp(mprt6 krds') n. IIFr < motocyclette, motorcycle + E 
ttryJU race for hghtweight motorcycles over a cross-coun- 
gwith obstacles 

piPn.^mo'ta nobr'an', -nyoor'-) n. HMOTOXR) + NEURONl 

gr^— • V *■'.■• 

g£j*)* n - IL, a mover < motus, pp. . of movere, MOVE]) 1 
ffS*. Produces or imparts motion 2" an engine; esp., an 
teP"^. 0 " engine for propelling a vehicle 3 MOTOR VEHI- 
gfe machine for converting electric energy into mechani- 

fi*?h \ Producing or imparting motion 2 of, having to 
»wered by a motor or motors {motor oil, motor parts, a 
ej 3 of, by, or for motor vehicles [a motor trip/ 4 for 
m-rnotor inn/ 5 designating or of a nerve carrying 
Erom_the central nervous system to a muscle that pro- 
lan 6 of, manifested by, or involving muscular move- 
motor_reflex, motor skills/ — W. 1 to ride in a motor 
^to travel by automobile 2 [Informal] to walk or other- 
edat a swift or steady pace — vt. [Chiefly Brit.] to convey 

Itorcycle"' ^^^J 1 a bipycle Polled by a motor 

Wty? ?' * boat P r °P elle d by ah internal-combustion 
jpf T md of motor, esp. such a boat that is relatively 



p|bus') n. BUS (sense 1): also motor coach 

gK-kad') n ([MOTOR + -CADEj a procession of automo- 

1^ vehicles, specif., as an escort for an important 

iMr 0 ,? Pi ow Chiefly Brit.] AUTOMOBILE *2 a 
fcca^ propelled by a motor and used on a railroad by 
somotor car 9 
fet-si'kal) n . [MOTOR + (BDCYCLEI a two-wheeled (or, if 
gui, a sidecar, three-wheeled) vehicle propelled by an 



^?^ O "fi maf 2? n0 °V ,on ' ^ <"lt dial. 

m«^to, for muffwne;<1jL toal. mufro, akin to L musjmo, wild 
g eep < • P^L western Mediterranean native termj 1 c) a wild 
,sheep (Ovisjiusimon) naUv& Ui the mountainous regions of Cor- 
sica and Sardinia: the male has large, curving horns 6) a similar 
Asiatic sheep (O. orientate) 2 the wool of these sheep Also mouf . 

mbuiitefmoo yaO adj. |[Fr, pp. of mouiller, to moisten < VL *moh 
harejc L moflu soft: see MOLLIFY] Phonet. palatalized, as the 
sound of Spanish h in canon or French // in filU 

mou jik (moo mek', moo'zhik') n. ffRussl o/f. sp. o/" muzhik 

r n?? ,,a S? (m ® 1&2h '> " J K 1 " * ^ a elding < mou/er, to mold < 
U*Y modte: see MOLD 1 ! 1 the science or practice of making a mold 

detect l^uchrmold ^ ^ ^ f ° r ^ m ^ 

rou!^^^ °^ MOLD 1 , MOLD 2 ,*' MOLD* — - 

mould board (-bdrd') n. chiefly Brit. sp. of MOLDBOARD 
moii der (mol'dar) vt., W. chiefly &rit sp. o/~MOLDER 
mould ing (mol'dirj) n. c^ic^y Brit. sp. of MOLDING 
mou/e (mool) n. ([FrB a mussel, esp. an edible variety 
? wfi (m 5- la ?'> »■ Kt. a mill < LL molirium, molina, MILL 1 ]) 

a nearly vertical hole in a glacier down which flows a stream of 
water melted from the surface 

M r 0 Ji l * m ^ ln (m0Dl m§n '' m6l - ) seaport in S Myanmar, on the Gulf 
of Martaban: pop. 220,000 ■ • - ■ 

moult (molt) /)., vt., w. chiefly Brit sp. of MOLT 

mpund^ (mound) n. Uprob. < MDu mo/id, protection, akin to ON 

mund, hand; see MANUAL]] 1a heap or bank Of earth, sand, etc 

built over a grave, in a fortification, etc. 2 a natural eleVation like 

this; small hill 3 any heap or pile 4 Baseball the slightly raised 

area on which the pitcher must stand when pitching —vt. 1 

[Archaic! to enclose or fortify with a mound 2 to heap up in a 



feu ^1- uuee-wxieeiea; venicie propelled by an V ui 

gbustion engine and resembling a bicycle, but usually moun< * 
& ei i* and of £ n hav ^ ! wo saddles — W. -cled, -cling m°und^ (mound) n. IPr monde < L mu/u/us, the worldl ORB (n. 4) 
fl?? ? "-mo'tor-cydist (-sikOist) n. . ^Mound Builders a member of any of the early American Ihdian 
{e r an electric motor and other parts of a mechanical ™ WmlM wlwi hl " lf flM,: 1 — : - 1 - J - ■«■• - 



geratihg a machine or machines 

fsim^tqndj' haVmg a motor or motors: usually used in 

fea motor vehicle with a van or trucklike chassis, 
^syehng home, usually with self-contained electrical 
|$,faahUes: cf. MOBILE HOME 

p M0TEL : also motor court or motor inn or motor 

IfeWr'i) adj. motor \odj. 6) " : % 

^gJhaf ^ * P 61,8011 who drives 811 automobile or 

^?ilu "^'-Infl 1 o) to equip with motor-driven 

£Piace of horses and horse-drawn vehicles) 6) to 
^designing as part of a motor, vehicle or mounting 
»e 2 to equip (vehicles, machines, etc.) with a 

.fnrl.ii'.*Ui> 



. — mo' torirza' tion n. 

itca?ni n i'£L"* men ^u? 9 u) 1 a person who drives an 
^ or electric locomotive 2 a person who operates a 

8Eu&" ttl ' ) n - f Slan eJ a Person who talks incessantly: 
^out|i or motor mouth y 

g2nd f etc Ur ° n ^ CarTieS nerV6 11111)111868 

tefeLS^?? 401, vehi cles kept, as at a mihtary instal- 
needed by personnel * 

SinaJl^ ^otor vehicle resembling a scooter, having 
wheels with the driver seated over the engine 
m front re sting on a floorboard 
j^up propelled by an internal-combustion engine or 

^chin? at a uj^-speed powerboat equipped with tor- 
^rs*uie guns 

gpotor-driven truck for hauling loads 



"T~ : T .7,^ T . r 1 OI ine eariy American Indian 
peoples who built the burial mounds, fortifications, and other 
earthworks found in the Midwest and the Southwest 
mount 1 (mount) n. ffME < OE munt & OPr mont a mount, both < L 
mpris {gen. montis), hill mountain < IE base 'men-, to project > 
Welsh menethi mountain!) 1 a mountain or hiU: now poetic except 
before a proper name [Mount McKinley/ 2 [Obs.J a raised fortifica- 
tion y Palmistry any fleshy raised part on the palm of the hand 
mount 2 (mount) W. [ME mpunten < OFr munter < VL *mbntare 
ht., to go uphill < L mons: see prec.J 1 to climb; ascend: often with 
«p 2 to clunb up on something; esp., to get on the back of a horse, 
on a bicycle, etc for riding.. 3 to increase in amount /profits are 
mounting] —yt. 1 to go up; ascend; climb/to mount stairs/ . 2 a) to 
get up on (a horse, bicycle, etc.) for riding b) to set on a horse c) to 
climb or get up on (a platform, stool, etcj 3 to provide with a horse 
or horses 4 to climb on (a female) for copulation: said of a male 
^ ma L 5 J P i$ h L ce on i 8om ething raised: with on [mount the statue 
on a pedestal 6 to place, fix, or fasten on or in the proper support, 
for ^ e quired purpose: specif., a) to fix (a jewel/in a 
setting ;^) to fix (a specimen) on (a shoe) for microscopic study c) 
to arrange (a skeleton, dead animal, etc.) for exhibition d) to affix 
.(a picture) to a mathr other backing e) to affix (a postage stamp) 
on an.album page 7 to furnish the necessary costumes? setting 
etc. for producing (a play) 8 a) to prepare for and uhdertakeTan 
expedition, campaign, etc.) 6) to prepare for and present [to mount 
a major Degas exhibition; 9 Mil. a) to raise or adjust (a gun) into 
proper position for use b) to be armed with (a cannon) [a ship that 
mounts six cannons/ c) to post (a guard) as for sentry duty d) to 
go on (guard) as a sentry — n. 1 the act or manner of mounting (a 
horse^etcj 2 a horse, bicycle, etc. for mounting and riding 3 the 

SSSJS™^ to nde a t or8e ' etc t es P- in a ^ 4 theTupport, 
settuig, etc. on or in which something is mounted, as the suDDort 
for a microscopic slide or the setting for a jewel — mounf able adj 
— mounrer n. ' 

!^° Un '!? 1 ," J ( " < ^ m -l > n) "^P 115 ^ntaine < OFr montaigne < VL 
: See the'inside'frSnt cover» pronOnciaWoT^nformati^ 
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